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Monthly Newsletter
The Tour for Humanity newsletter is your source for all information concerning the Tour for
Humanity mobile Tolerance Education Center. This monthly newsletter keeps you up to date
on the Tour’s travels across the province as it inspires and empowers Canadians to take action
against hate and intolerance.

Warm Welcomes for the Tour in Peel and Durham
The Regional Municipalities of Peel and
Durham were two of the first stops for the
Tour for Humanity this spring.

people,” while Brampton Councillor Elaine
Moore described the emotional pain she felt
when her daughter told her how difficult it
was to leave her home every morning,
knowing people hated her because she is gay,
and Mississauga Councillor Pat Saito
discussed her husband’s experiences living in
a Japanese-Canadian internment camp during
the Second World War. Avi Benlolo, President
& CEO of Friends of Simon Wiesenthal
Center, stated “the Tour for Humanity is a
vehicle to go out into the world and spark

“I'm really impressed
with your inclusiveness
and I really appreciate
your efforts to get into
the schools, because
there is still
discrimination. Your
program is so inclusive,
which is so right.”
-Hazel McCallion,
Mayor of Mississauga

“This is a very unique
program… there is
nothing else like it in
the province.”
-Sonya Hardman,
Chair, Durham Region
Diversity Task Force

From left: FSWC President & CEO Avi Benlolo,
Mississauga Mayor Hazel McCallion, Peel Regional
Chair Emil Kolb, Dr. Fred Leitner and Joe Gottdenker,
FSWC Governors.

In Peel Region the bus welcomed special
guests including Regional Chair Emil Kolb,
Mississauga Mayor Hazel McCallion, Caledon
Mayor Marolyn Morrison, Peel Police Chief
Jennifer Evans and councillors from the
cities of Brampton, Caledon, and
Mississauga.
While on display at Durham Region
Headquarters in Whitby, the Tour for
Humanity was visited by members of the
regional council, members of the Durham
Regional Police Service and countless
employees from the Durham Headquarters
building.
Participants at both events praised the goals
of the Tour for Humanity and many took the
opportunity to reflect upon their personal
experiences confronting hate and
intolerance.
Caledon Mayor Marolyn Morrison recalled
her visit to Auschwitz, and commented on
“how horrendous people can be to other

What are people
saying about the
Tour?

The Tour for Humanity bus was visited by Durham
Regional council, members of the Durham Regional
Police Service, and employees at Durham Regional
Headquarters in Whitby on April 2.

discussion on human rights topics. The
program at Peel region demonstrated just
how effective the Tour is in addressing such
issues.”
At the Durham Region event Roger Anderson,
Regional Chair for Durham, agreed with Mr.
Benlolo, noting that there is a serious need to
“understand our cultural differences and our
shared values as Canadians.” With results like
these, it is apparent the Tour is succeeding in
its goal.

Follow us on Twitter!

“We congratulate and
support Friends of
Simon Wiesenthal
Center for its efforts in
bringing this learning
initiative to the
community.”
-Emil Kolb, Regional
Chair, Municipality of
Peel
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A Great Reputation and a Greater Experience
Tour for Humanity Around Ontario

The Tour for Humanity bus on display at York
Region’s International Day for the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination event, Markham, April 6 2014.

Students from Light of Christ Catholic Elementary
School take part in the Canadian Experience
workshop about the Tour for Humanity bus in
Aurora, April 11, 2014.

April has been busy and successful
write positive messages to one
for the Tour for Humanity. Over the
another. Prior to being visited by
course of the month, the Tour has
the Tour for Humanity, the wall
visited 11 schools in 11 different
had remained largely untouched;
areas of southern Ontario,
after students participated in the
participated in high-profile
events such as the York
Regional Police Service
International Day for the
Elimination of Racial
Discrimination in Markham,
and made a presentation at
the regional headquarters
of Durham Region.
As the number of schools
visited by the Tour for
Humanity increases, so too
does the positive reputation
of the Tour itself. The
The Graffiti Wall at Irma Coulson Public School in Milton
feedback from educators in
after students participated in the Tour.
locations across Ontario that
have been impacted by the Tour has
Tour’s educational workshops
been overwhelmingly positive; the
however, the graffiti wall was
fact that the Tour is almost fully
quickly filled with positive and
booked in the coming months is
uplifting messages that very day.
proof of its growing reputation.
One example of the
Tour’s impact in
Ontario schools
comes from Irma
Coulson Public
School in Milton,
where school staff
set up a “graffiti
wall” for students to

We Want to Hear From You!
Has the Tour for Humanity made a positive impact on
you or someone you know? Please email Ryan at
rdesroches@fswc.ca with your story for the chance to
be featured in a future edition of the Tour for Humanity
newsletter!

Follow us on Twitter!

Get Involved with the Tour for Humanity!
Volunteers are welcome to assist at Tour for Humanity
visits. Please contact either Ryan or Laura to see how you
can become involved:
Ryan Des Roches
rdesroches@fswc.ca
416 864 9756 x22

Laura Dantsis
ldantsis@fswc.ca
416 864 9735 x29
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